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INTRODUCTION
This annual report highlights Commission activities and accom-
plishments during 1999-2000.  In addition, progress related to
the goals identified in the current Master Plan and recent legisla-
tive actions concerning recommendations related to Commission
studies and issues are noted.  Finally, a list of recent publications
and an overview of the Commission are provided.  In January
1998, the Postsecondary Education Planning Commission devel-
oped Challenges and Choices: The Master Plan for Florida Post-
secondary Education in accordance with Section 240.147(2),
Florida Statutes, which directs the Commission to “prepare and
submit to the State Board of Education a master plan for postsec-
ondary education.”  As specified in law, this Master Plan serves
as the basis for the strategic planning efforts of Florida’s public
and independent postsecondary education sectors.

While building on previous master planning efforts, the Plan fo-
cuses on propelling Florida into the new millennium where the
intellectual resources of the populace will determine the economic
and social well-being of the State.  To raise the educational at-
tainment of the citizenry, all available resources must be fully
used and integrated.  Limitations and constraints on the educa-
tional delivery system must be reviewed and, where appropriate,
redefined.  Missions need to reflect the strengths of institutions
and portray the students, industries, and communities they serve
while collectively meeting state needs and reflecting a cost effec-
tive use of state resources.

The goal is to raise the educational attainment of the citizenry is
laid before the State as the number of high school graduates surges,
the diversity of students increases, while conversely, the ability
to demonstrate preparation of college work decreases, and the
demand for new skills in workers expands.  These additional chal-
lenges amplify the importance of interdependence in preparing
all students for employment and lifelong learning, employing
varied teaching techniques to reach all learning styles, and im-
proving teacher education.

Preparing Floridians for knowledge-based employment in the next
century is fundamental to the future well-being of the State.  Post-
secondary education as it exists today cannot fully respond to
this challenge without an increased focus on degree completion.
Increasing access to degree completion will require strong col-
laboration, cooperation, and support from government, public and
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ACCESS

INTERDEPENDENCE

OUTCOMES

FUNDING

independent education, and business/industry in Florida.  Not one
of the issues addressed in Challenges and Choices is without cost,
and a fair investment by all involved will be required.  The choices
made today will determine what Florida will be tomorrow.  The
Commission believes that the leaders and citizens of Florida will
recognize the present challenges facing the State and will choose
the path to a stronger future.

The Commission adopted the following principles as a template
for the Master Plan:

Florida’s postsecondary education system shall:

• be student/customer focused:

• meet rising student demand while increasing program and
degree completion and maintaining standards of excellence;

• be cost effective;

• use fully all providers and modes of delivery;

• require a fair investment by all beneficiaries--students, the
state and local community, business and industry; and,

• reward excellence in operation and results.

The Plan addressed these principles in four broad areas: Access,
Interdependence, Outcomes, and Funding.

The Master Plan and related documents have served to provide an
overall framework and context to be used by the sector and institu-
tional boards, the State Board of Education and the Legislature as
they address critical program and budget issues which impact post-
secondary education.  Throughout its existence, the Commission
has also responded to requests from the Legislature, the State Board
of Education and other statewide policymakers for studies in areas
related to postsecondary education.
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Commission
Highlights
1999-2000

PART I
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Florida’s Bright Futures
Scholarship Program:
A Baseline Evaluation

The Commission’s major activities and accomplishments this past
year included the following:

Completed A Baseline Evaluation of Florida’s Bright Futures
Scholarship Program, utilizing unit record data from the Bureau of
Student Financial Assistance, Florida Community College System,
State University System, and the College Board.  A major contribu-
tion of the study was to provide a profile of award recipients.  Re-
sults showed that about half the program’s recipients were from
middle income families, just over one fourth were from families in
the higher income ranges, and just under one fourth were from the
lower family income categories that account for about 90% of the
awards from Florida’s primary need-based student aid program.  The
Commission also found that about one-third of Bright Futures ini-
tial recipients in the Florida Community College and State Univer-
sity Systems also received some form of need-based assistance from
federal or state sources.

One of the goals of the Bright Futures program is to encourage
Florida students to pursue postsecondary education within the State.
Although the postsecondary education plans of graduating high
school seniors provided preliminary circumstantial evidence indi-
cating a trend toward greater percentages of high school graduates
remaining in Florida, the actual enrollment data are still inconclu-
sive and require further monitoring.  Finally, the report recommended
restrictive adjustments to the eligibility criteria for the Florida Merit
and Gold Seal Vocational Scholars awards.  The report concluded
with a familiar call for continued commitment to adequate funding
for Florida’s need-based financial aid programs, and it reiterated a
1998 Master Plan recommendation that applicants for all state aid
programs complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid to
ensure that need-based aid projections are adequate and that all stu-
dents who qualify for need-based aid are identified.

Completed a study of The Impact of Joint-Use Facilities on the
Delivery of Postsecondary Education in Florida.  The Commis-
sion interviewed students and administrators at joint-use campuses,
reviewed joint-use programs in other states and analyzed student
enrollment data and campus information from six existing joint-use
partnerships and confirmed that these educational sites remain a
valuable component of the State’s educational delivery system.  The
Commission’s analysis of joint-use campus enrollment data found

The Impact of Joint-Use
Facilities on the

Delivery of
Postsecondary

Education
in Florida
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that the clientele consists of older, placebound students who enroll
part-time in concert with employment, finanical or family obliga-
tions.  The Commission concluded that the establishment of new
joint-use facilities should not be the establishment of primary
method to accommodate the increasing number of high school
graduates projected for the coming decade.

The Commission found that the most successful joint-use facilities
are developed at the local and/or regional level through collabora-
tive partnerships that first identify specific workforce needs and
then offer the educational programs to meet the needs.  The Com-
mission developed a list of “Best Practices” that should be utilized
by planners and developers of future joint-use facilities and col-
laborative programming in Florida.

Conducted A Review of Community College and State University
Facilities Space Planning Models, one of a series of related initia-
tives that have taken place during the past few years to assist the
State in preparing for the increases in higher education enrollment
projected to occur over the next several years.

In summary, this study indicated that there are a number of poten-
tial enhancements and other modifications that can be made to the
standards and procedures used to generate facilities space need for
Florida’s universities and community colleges.  While the actual
space planning guidelines and factors currently used (e.g., Assign-
able Square Feet (ASF) per student, building utilization rates) ap-
pear to be adequate and in keeping with those used in other states,
there are improvements that could be made to the planning proce-
dures used by both systems.

Recommendations addressing these issues included increased tech-
nical assistance and training for community college facilities plan-
ners and an evaluation of the need for separate guidelines for non-
main university campus instructional facilities.

Completed a review of the Minority Participation in Legal Edu-
cation Program.  The MPLE, comprising of pre-law and law schol-
arship components, is unique to Florida.  The review focused on
determining the most appropriate entity to administer that program
and to assess the effectiveness of the MPLE in increasing the num-
ber of minorities who enroll in the State’s accredited law schools

Facilties Space
Planning Models

Minority Participation
in Legal Education
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and who practice law in Florida.  The report found that while the
MPLE had not yet met its legislative goal of increasing by 200 the
number of law students enrolled in the State’s accredited law
schools, it had achieved over 90 percent of that goal while helping
to increase the number of minorities attending law schools in
Florida.  At the heart of the Commission’s study was how to ex-
pand the MPLE scholarship program to include a greater number
of qualified minority applicants while ensuring greater institutional
accountability of MPLE funds.  The Commission recommended
that the Florida Education Fund (FEF) continue to administer the
MPLE and that the Legislature increase that allowable administra-
tive costs for the program and adequately fund student support ser-
vices for the Law Scholarship Component.  To ensure broader par-
ticipation among recipients, the report recommended that the MPLE
Law Scholarship Component be extended to part-time law students,
that each accredited law school be guaranteed three “seats” per
year from the total number of scholarships awarded, and that all
Florida law schools develop summer conditional programs for stu-
dents who have not met their admissions standards but who pos-
sess the aptitude for legal study.  To ensure a greater degree of
completion rates, the Commission recommended that the pre-law
component of the MPLE be restricted to rising sophomores, jun-
iors, and seniors.  In addition, the report called on the Board of
Regents to establish a pre-law scholarship, mentorship, and intern-
ship program at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
and Florida International University for traditionally underrepre-
sented college juniors and seniors.

Completed A Review of the Academic Program Contracting Pro-
cess with Independent Postsecondary Institutions (January 2000).
The study was conducted at the request of the Legislature and in-
cluded an examination of issues related to funding, identification
of areas of need, and both initial proposal review and evaluation of
existing contracts.  Originally authorized by the Legislature in 1975
and assigned to the State Board of Education and the Commission
in 1981, academic program contracting represents an opportunity
to provide access to selected educational programs in independent
postsecondary institutions “which will meet need unfulfilled by
the state system of postsecondary education (s.229.053(2)(n),
Florida Statutes).  Based on the analysis and testimony reviewed in
the course of the study, the Commission concluded that contract-
ing with independent institutions should be retained as a strategic
option in Florida.  Recommendations designed to strengthen and

Academic Program
Contracts
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enhance this approach included calculating state credit hour sup-
port for contracts based on annual state funding for comparable
programs in the State University System, and annually compiling
data on performance measures for each contract comparable to those
used in the public postsecondary sectors including degrees granted,
licensure/certification rates, placement and diversity.

The Commission conducted its annual review of academic con-
tracts at independent universities that provide instruction to Florida
residents at state tuition rates.  For the 1999-2000 year, the Com-
mission recommended state funding for 20 academic contracts.
Comprehensive five-year contract reviews were conducted for two
existing contract programs: the Bachelor of Science in Science
Education and Mathematics Education at the Florida Institute of
Technology and the Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering
at the University of Miami.

For the University of Miami contract programs, the 1999 Legisla-
ture appropriated funds at the levels recommended by the 1998
Commission.  Additional funds were appropriated for the UM
Motion Pictures contract program.  For the contract programs at
Florida Institute of Technology and Barry University, the Legisla-
ture funded the contracts at the level of the previous seven years.
Contract programs at Nova Southeastern University were funded
at near their recommended levels.  The Legislature did not appro-
priate funds to establish a new contract for Bethune-Cookman
College’s Specific Learning Disabilities program, as was recom-
mended by the Commission in each of the previous three years.
The total appropriation for all of the contracts was nearly $1 mil-
lion below the level recommended by the Commission.

The 1998 Legislature directed the Postsecondary Education Plan-
ning Commission, in consultation with the Jobs and Education
Partnership, the Department of Education, and the State Board of
Community Colleges, to accept, review, and rank in priority order
applications for Workforce Development Capitalization Incentive
Grants awards.  The intent of this legislation is to provide grants to
school districts and community colleges to fund some or all of the
costs associated with the creation or expansion of workforce de-
velopment programs that serve specific employment workforce
needs (Chapter 98-58, Laws of Florida).

Workforce Development
Capitalization Incentive
Grant
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The Commission is required to give priority to programs that train
people to enter high-skill, high-wage occupations identified by
the  Occupational Forecasting Conference and other programs ap-
proved by the Jobs and Education Partnership (now known as the
Workforce Florida, Inc.), programs that train people to enter oc-
cupations on the WAGES list, or programs that train for the work-
force adults who are eligible for public assistance, economically
disadvantaged, disabled, not proficient in English, or dislocated
workers.

In accordance with Chapter 98-58, Laws of Florida, the 2000 Leg-
islature provided $8,429,184 for grant proposals recommended
by the Commission.  The Commission received 123 grant propos-
als for consideration.  Thirty-three grants were awarded to 16 com-
munity colleges and 15 school districts.  Nine of the thirty-three
were collaborative programs between community colleges and
school districts.

Completed the 1997-98 Evaluation of the College Reach-Out Pro-
gram (CROP).  As noted in previous reports, this eighth and most
recent analysis demonstrates the effectiveness of CROP in increas-
ing the number of low-income and educationally disadvantaged
students who enroll in and complete a postsecondary education.
During 1997-98, CROP served 7,285 program participants in
grades 6-12 through a variety of academic enhancement services
and strategies.  The evaluation compared the outcome measure of
the treatment (CROP) and the control (random) cohort which was
stratified on the basis of race and income.  Evaluation activities
for the report included a review of interim and final project and
consortium reports, analyses of information retrieved from sev-
eral databases, and site visits to selected programs.  The analysis
revealed that CROP participants out-performed non-program par-
ticipants on all secondary outcome measures and enrolled in post-
secondary education at much higher rates (77 percent vs. 49 per-
cent) than random students.  A review of the final reports of the
individual projects identified several factors, including strong pa-
rental involvement and dependable mentoring and tutoring, that
directly contribute to the success of CROP programs and students.
The reports also revealed that continuous student contact through
a variety of activities, summer programs, community involvment,
and academic scholarships all contributed to a successful state-
wide academic intervention program.

1997-98 Evaluation of
the College Reach-Out

Program
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Approved the following new campuses and centers:

♦ Special Purpose Center (Downtown Tampa) at the Univer-
sity of South Florida - (August 1999).

♦ Special Purpose Center at Tallahassee Community College
- (August 1999).

♦ Center designation (Downtown Center) at Broward Com-
munity College - (January 2000).

♦ Special Purpose Center (Westin) - at Broward Community
College - (January 2000).

♦ Center (NAS Cecil Field) at Florida Community College at
Jacksonville - (January 2000).

♦ Special Purpose Center (Manatee/Bradenton) at Manatee
Community College - (February 2000).

♦ Center (Deltona) at Daytona Beach Community College -
(February 2000).

The Commission reviews proposals for new academic degree
programs that are submitted by the state universities and are
acted upon biannually by the Board of Regents.  Commission
staff receives a list of new program proposals from the BOR
Office of Academic and Student Affairs.  The staff examines
each proposal from a statewide perspective to ensure that new
degree programs comply with the Master Plan for Florida Post-
secondary Education and do not needlessly duplicate other suc-
cessful programs in the public or independent sectors.  The
Commission forwards written comments to the Regents and, if
warranted, testifies at the BOR meeting on issues of student
demand, workforce demand, cost and duplication.  The Com-
mission reviewed and commented on 10 proposals for the Janu-
ary 2000 BOR meeting and 17 proposals for the July 2000 BOR
meeting.

The Commission conducted its annual review of the academic
degree program review plans of the public postsecondary sec-
tors.  The Commission conducts a half-day conference each

New Campuses and
Centers

New Academic Program
Approval

The Planning and
Coordination of
Program Reviews
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year during which the program review plans of the sectors are re-
viewed to ensure that the scheduling of the program reviews have
been coordinated among sectors, the plans ensure the cyclical re-
view of all programs on a five-year basis, the degree to which
program review results have been reflected in the budget process,
and that the criteria address the distinctive institutional roles as
defined by the Master Plan for Postsecondary Education pre-
pared pursuant to Section 240.147(2), Florida Statutes.  After re-
viewing the progress of the program review efforts in the sectors,
the Commission did not find any areas of particular concern.  The
report recommended that the State Board of Community Colleges
and the Division of Workforce Development continue their efforts
to establish common data elements and complementary annual data
driven review process.

Updated the Cost Benefit Analysis of the Florida Resident Ac-
cess Grant (FRAG) (May 2000).  The Florida Resident Access
Grant, formerly called the Tuition Voucher Program, was created
by the Legislature in 1979 as a non-need-based program to pro-
vide tuition assistance to Florida’s undergraduates who attend in-
dependent, nonprofit, SACS-accredited institutions in the State.
The Commission first assessed the FRAG pursuant to
S.240.147(15), F.S., in 1994.  The current examination builds on
this initial effort.  Based on this analysis, the FRAG is cost-effec-
tive, given the current policies governing public sector tuition and
subsidies.  The FRAG assists private institutions to compete for
students and contributes to both student and institutional diversity.
Given the policies in place, the State should continue to support
the administration of the FRAG program as authorized in statute.
The report concluded that the FRAG remains within current statu-
tory funding limits and assists independent institutions in compet-
ing for students by contributing to both student choice and a
strengthed independent sector.  Future analyses will examine the
effect of FRAG on independent sector enrollment and degree pro-
ductivity.

Updated An Overview of Independent Higher Education in
Florida: Enrollments and State Funding (January 2000).  In 1990,
the Commission completed a report titled State Funding for Inde-
pendent Postsecondary Education.  Since the report was issued,
the Commission has periodically updated tables which reflect trend
data concerning enrollments and state funding for independent in-

Cost Benefit Analysis of
the Florida Resident

Access Grant

Independent Higher
Education in Florida:
Enrollments and State

Funding (January 2000)
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stitutions and their students.  The report notes that during this de-
cade (1990-1998) the independent sector share of overall postsec-
ondary enrollment has grown from 16.6 percent to 19.6 percent,
an indication of the effect of the State’s commitment to and sup-
port for this important component of postsecondary education.
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Master Plan
Follow-Up

in 1999-2000

PART I
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Recommendation: Status:

ACCESS

The demand for postsecondary education is facing explosive growth
caused both by increasing numbers of students graduating from the
state’s high schools and by the market demand of a highly competitive,
global, post-industrial economy.  Florida must increase opportunities
to higher education.

Each institution, with appropriate direction from
governing and coordinating boards, should identify
its distinctive mission and focus its resources on its
strengths and priorities.  The roles of different insti-
tutions should be coordinated so that, taken  together,
they meet important state needs and reflect a cost
effective use of state resources.

The State University System Strategic Plan
adopted by the Board of Regents in Novem-
ber 1998 establishes the following mission
classification structure: Comprehensive -
Florida Gulf Coast University, University of
West Florida, and University of North Florida.
Comprehensive/Doctoral - Florida Agricul-
tural and Mechanical University.  Research II
- University of Central Florida, Florida Inter-
national University, and Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity.  Research I - University of Florida,
Florida State University, and University of
South Florida.

The 2000 Legislature directed the Commission
to examine the extent to which postsecondary
education is providing the skilled workforce
needed in Florida’s economy.  Current activi-
ties include a targeted needs assessment in the
following counties:  Broward, Sarasota, Mana-
tee, Pinellas, and Volusia; as well as a state-
wide survey of the needs of public and private
employers in the State.

Issue:  Florida postsecondary institutions must focus on their individual strengths while enabling
the system as a whole to adjust to the demands of the new economy.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:     Florida must provide increased opportunities for access to higher education

The Board of Regents should prepare a detailed
plan for expanding the joint-use model.  The plan
should address the anticipated number and loca-
tion, optimal size, instructional loads of faculty,
and anticipated funding requests for both operat-
ing and capital costs of these joint-use centers (both
in total funding and on a per-student basis).  This
plan should be completed by December 31, 1998,
for review by the Postsecondary Education Plan-
ning Commission and submission to the Legisla-
ture.

The Board of Regents and the State Board of Com-
munity Colleges should examine the feasibility of
providing degree-granting authority through an
existing institution or a “virtual institution” for stu-
dents who wish to complete large portions of their
coursework through alternative means.

The Board of Regents and the State Board of Com-
munity Colleges should focus on providing the re-
quired tools, training, and technological support
to faculty members necessary to enhance or adapt
their delivery of instruction.

State universities and community colleges offer-
ing distance learning courses and degree programs
should be required to develop a plan that ensures
students who are enrolled in such degree programs
will be provided appropriate student support ser-
vices.  The plan should include a description of
the services to be provided and provision for fund-
ing the delivery of such services.

This has not been completed.  However, a Con-
current Use Task Force with representatives from
both the state universities and community col-
leges is addressing these issues.  In addition, the
Board of Regents received $8.5 million from the
2000 Legislature for the establishment of branch
campuses and centers and is currently develop-
ing a comprehensive plan for the use of these
funds.

The State University System and the State Board
of Community Colleges jointly established the
Florida Virtual Campus (FVC).  The FVC has
made a number of important strides 0in the last
year.  The FVC has funded statewide licenses
for web authoring tools and provided additional
funding to support the Library Reference and
Referral Center.  In addition, the FVC coordi-
nated and underwrote state university and com-
munity college participation in the Merlot online
course development initiative sponsored by the
State Higher Education Executive Officers
(SHEEO).

Student support continues to be the most impor-
tant aspect of student success in distance learn-
ing courses and programs.  Over the last four
years, the State University System and the State
Board of Community Colleges have jointly
funded a statewide purchase of access to digital
information resources to support student learn-
ing.  These resources contain digital journal ar-
ticles, newspapers, periodicals and other mate-
rial useful for student research.  Such resources
are extremely valuable tools for both distance
learning and on-campus students.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:     Florida must provide increased opportunities for access to higher education, continued

The current design and implementation of the State-
wide Student Academic Advising System should
be reconsidered so that the experience of other state
systems and the needs and benefits to students can
be more readily considered and included.

The Board of Regents and State Board of Commu-
nity Colleges should conduct a review of equip-
ment procurement plans and replacement policies
for advanced telecommunications and computer
technologies and make recommendations concern-
ing the feasibility of shifting the costs of technol-
ogy away from capital expenses (operating capital
outlay) to ongoing expense categories through
short-term lease arrangements or other means.  The
review could also include the consideration of plans
to require students to obtain computers as a condi-
tion of their enrollment.

The statewide advising system known as Florida
Academic Counseling and Tracking for Students
(FACTS) is a technically innovative design that
has the potential of significantly informing students
about their transfer options.  The system has a num-
ber of unintended benefits as well.  Originally de-
signed solely for degree audits and academic ad-
vising, the system also provides a flexible internet
transport system which allows a number of infor-
mation technology systems to communicate.  As a
result, the FACTS can be the basis for a number of
critical institution/student or business/student
transactions.  Currently the FACTS is being moni-
tored by the Technology Review Workgroup.  In
order to reach its full potential, FACTS will need
to consider staffing and organizational changes.

Since Fall semester 1999, the University of Florida
has required entering students to have access to a
computer as a condition for their enrollment.  In
general, institutions are shifting toward a short term
leasing options for technology procurement.  Over
the next two years that trend is expected to con-
tinue to encompass a majority of such purchases.
Students have generally supported expenditures
and additional charges to expand their access to
technological resources.
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Recommendation: Status:

INTERDEPENDENCE --
A SEAMLESS SYSTEM

Florida must provide a seamless system of quality education for its
residents from prekindergarten through graduate school and beyond.

Issue:     Preparation for Postsecondary Education

The Department of Education, in conjunction with
the Postsecondary Education Planning Commission,
the Florida Commission on Education Reform and
Accountability, and the postsecondary sector boards
should identify, for each education level beyond
high school, the communication and computational
skills that are required for academic success.

In relation to the above goal, the Florida Part-
nership for School Readiness continues to pro-
vide statewide coordination of the educational
programs and services that prepare
preschoolers to enter kindergarten.  A state-
wide Early Childhood Career Advancement
Advisory Committee has begun work to de-
velop a comprehensive, coordinated early care
and education training and career development
system in Florida.  A statewide workforce
study on early childhood care that includes a
survey of childcare directors and providers on
education and training needs is being con-
ducted.

The Single College Placement Test is a test
with consistent cut-off scores for community
colleges and universities that aligns K-12 stan-
dards with the skills needed for college suc-
cess.  Legislation has authorized early admin-
istration of the test in public schools to allow
early intervention efforts.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:      Preparation for Postsecondary Education, continued

The Board of Regents and the State Board of Com-
munity Colleges should work collaboratively with
the Department of Education to encourage all high
school students to take the college preparatory
curriculum.

The Academic Scholars and Merit Scholars
awards within the Bright Futures Scholarship
program include requirements that students com-
plete 15 credits in college preparatory academic
courses.

Each Fall semester, the Department of Educa-
tion sends a brochure outlining the scholarship’s
eligibility requirements to all public and private
high schools for distribution to every student in
grades 9-12.  The brochure includes a Verifica-
tion of Receipt to be signed and returned to the
high school guidance counselor.  Each Spring,
the brochure is distributed through public and
private middle schools to assist eighth graders
in planning their high school course work.

Florida Trend’s “Next: Your Future After High
School in Florida” was distributed in August
2000 through the high schools to every 9th and
12th grader in Florida at no cost to the students.
This special issue presented postsecondary edu-
cation and career options and discussed scholar-
ship and financial aid opportunities.

In 1998, Florida voters adopted Amendment 8
to the State Constitution which established a new
education governance model effective January
2003. The Commissioner of Education’s Blue
Ribbon Committee on Education Governance
developed a governance model that became the
basis for HB 2263, passed during the 2000 Ses-
sion, which provides for a seamless integrated
continuum of kindergarten through graduate edu-
cation and consistent education policy across all
educational delivery systems.

HB 2263:
• abolished the existing system of Florida edu-

cation governance to allow for a thorough
review of all education.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:      Educational Partnerships

The Board of Regents, the State Board of Com-
munity Colleges, and the Independent Colleges and
Universities of Florida should review the effec-
tiveness of all existing articulation agreements to
ensure that barriers do not exist to the smooth tran-
sition of students from one educational level to
another.

• established a new Florida Board of Educa-
tion and other educational leaders effective
2003.

• created an 11-member Education Governance
Reorganization Transition Task Force to ac-
complish the transition between the old and
new education governance models.

The state Articulation Coordinating Committee,
consisting of state university, community college
and private college representation, is now named
the State K-16 council.  The membership has
been expanded to include public school repre-
sentation.

Twenty-eight local K-16 Councils exist around
the State that focus on student and program ar-
ticulation issues, dual enrollment, remediation
reduction strategies and strategies to improve
teacher preparation and inservice.

Community College Access Challenge program
includes $6 million to support community col-
leges in the implementation of joint programs
with public school partners that implement re-
mediation reduction strategies in the local K-16
plans.
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Issue:      The Preparation of Teachers for Florida Schools

Recommendations: Status:

The curriculum of all teacher preparation programs
in Florida should be structured so that, prior to
graduation, teacher candidates are able to demon-
strate successfully specific skills/competencies, as
identified in the 12 educator accomplished prac-
tices, and are able to teach and assess the content
in the Sunshine State Standards.

The Department of Education, in conjunction with
the school districts and the state’s teacher prepara-
tion programs, should implement a performance-
based teacher certification system that will provide
sufficient flexibility to attract qualified individu-
als to the teaching profession through the valida-
tion of competencies that directly relate to teacher
effectiveness.

The Department of Education must take the lead
in the statewide implementation of an action plan
to enhance the teaching profession.

All Florida teacher preparation programs in sec-
ondary education should include an arts and sci-
ences discipline major and should include instruc-
tion in student diversity, performance assessment,
educational technology, exceptional education,
English as a Second Language (ESL) and early and
varied field experiences in schools.

The Legislature passed EDUCATE 2000 (Edu-
cators Developing Unequaled Competence Act:
Teaching Excellence 2000) that includes a com-
prehensive set of initiatives to ensure quality
teachers in Florida public schools.  Key compo-
nents of the legislation are:

♦ Outlines competencies for highly effective
educators.

♦ Requires principals’ recommendations for the
assignment of instructional personnel.

♦ Creates an incentive pay program for effec-
tive teachers who teach at “D”, “F” and alter-
native schools.

♦ Provides bonuses for teachers of College
Board Advanced Placement courses whose
students achieve a score 3 or better on the
final examination.

♦ Provides full reciprocity for out-of-state
teachers who hold a standard teaching cer-
tificate with two years of experience.

♦ Requires new certification examinations that
are aligned with the Sunshine State Standards
by 2002.

♦ Creates the Student Fellowship Program to
provide forgivable loans to rising juniors or
paraprofessional learning guides who pursue
a bachelor’s degree and teach in Florida
schools.
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Recommendation: Status:

♦ Amends the Florida Teachers Lead Program
to provide direct stipends to teachers for the
purchase of school supplies.

♦ Creates the Florida Mentor Teacher School
Program to establish a pilot program to pro-
vide teachers with five-level careers paths.

♦ Adds accountability criteria to teacher
preparation programs through to annual
school profile and employer satisfaction
ratings.

♦ Creates a statewide alternative certification
program to be developed by the Department
of Education.

The State University System and Community
College System continue to implement compre-
hensive collaborative strategies with K-12.
Examples include:

♦ Each of the 10 state universities and 28 com-
munity colleges has established opportunity
alliances with at least two low-performing
secondary schools in its region with the in-
tent to help raise achievement levels.

♦ State University Colleges of Education are
active in providing in-service professional
development for teachers and school lead-
ers, particularly through Professional De-
velopment Schools.

♦ The Board of Regents is co-sponsoring a
statewide Symposium on Educator Prepa-
ration in September.

♦ To facilitate the transition from school to
college and from community college to uni-

Issue:      The Preparation of Teachers for Florida Schools, continued
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:      The Preparation of Teachers for Florida Schools, continued

versity, the Board of Regents’ staff has de-
veloped new Counseling Manuals, a Guide
for Parents and Students and articulation
meetings with college faculty and counse-
lors.

♦ Each community college and school district
have adopted strategies to improve pre-ser-
vice and in-service teacher education.

♦ New projects have been implemented to in-
crease the number of students selecting col-
lege preparatory and advanced placement
courses, such as GEAR-UP, Excellence in
Education - Mathematics pilot project, Writ-
ing Across the Curriculum and the College
Reach-Out Program by both community
college and state universities.

♦ State university faculty and BOR staff serve
on local area Readiness Coalitions through
the Florida Partnership for School Readiness
that work to increase readiness levels of pre-
school children.

♦ Each community college has received an
Access Challenge Grant to work with school
districts to increase the number of high
school students who graduate college ready.
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Recommendation: Status:

Postsecondary institutions should continue to form
and enhance business, industry, and government
partnerships that promote economic growth, re-
search and development, graduate student train-
ing, and facilitate the transfer of people and ideas
from academe into the workplace.

The engine of economic development for the 21st century will be driven by
those who can maximize and harness intellectual resources.  As the dra-
matic shift to intellectual resources continues to evolve, postsecondary edu-
cation must fulfill two fundamental roles: workforce preparation and eco-
nomic development.

Issue: Increase Postsecondary Educational Attainment/Meet Workforce Demand

OUTCOMES

Florida continues to struggle with the goal
of meeting the demands of Florida’s economy
by producing a skilled workforce through its
community college and university systems.
Several initiatives have been in place for sev-
eral years to ensure that the high demand,
high wage occupations in Florida will have
an appropriate level of completers produced
to meet current and future demand.

The Occupational Forecasting Conference
(recently renamed the Workforce Estimating
Conference) continues to analyze labor mar-
ket demand and wage information to produce
lists of high wage and high skill occupations
needed in Florida.

These high-wage, high-skill lists are used to
assign state resources to public community
colleges and school districts for training pro-
grams that produce skilled workers for the
listed occupations.

Beginning in 1996-97, the Workforce Devel-
opment Education Fund (WDEF) has been
utilized to assess college and district perfor-
mance in producing skilled workers in high-
wage, high-skill programs.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue: Increase Postsecondary Educational Attainment/Meet Workforce Demand, continued

The State should increase the percentage of
Florida’s high school graduates who participate in
postsecondary education immediately following
high school graduation.

Florida Enrollment Target for 2000: 60 percent
Florida Enrollment Target for 2010: 75 percent

The State should increase the number of baccalau-
reate degrees granted per 100,000 18-44 year-old
population to the average number of degrees
granted in the top ten economically strong states.

The latest information indicates that the State is
moving towards the achievement of this goal.  In
1994, it was estimated that 59 percent of public
high school students enroll in postsecondary edu-
cation immediately following graduation (49 per-
cent in Florida, 10 percent out-of-state).  The per-
centage of recent high school graduates (1997-
98) found enrolled the following Fall was 52 per-
cent.  Assuming the out of state percentages have
remained constant, the total percentage has in-
creased to 62 percent.

The demand for baccalaureate level education to
meet the needs of Florida’s economy has not
waned in recent years.  The latest labor market
information indicates that 413,963 new jobs (a
27.8 percent increase) are projected from 1997-
2007 in occupations requiring a baccalaureate
degree or higher.

The state’s overall production of degrees has con-
tinued to lag behind the national average.  In
1996-97, the state ranked 45th in terms of bacca-
laureate degrees granted per 100,000 18-44 year
old resident population and 43rd in baccalaure-
ates per 1,000 students enrolled in higher educa-
tion.

Total enrollments in the state’s public universi-
ties have increased 11.8 percent from fall 1995
to fall 1999.  First-time-college student enroll-
ments have also increased dramatically over this
period.  The number of Fall first-time-in-college
students increased by 34.7 percent from 1995-
1999.  The number of bachelor’s degrees granted
has increased 7.2 percent from 1995-96 to 1998-
99.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:  Graduate Education

Postsecondary institutions should strengthen part-
nerships with public education to ensure that stu-
dents are encouraged and prepared to pursue higher
education opportunities in engineering and the sci-
ences.

Postsecondary institutions and sectors should in-
crease the number of graduate students, particularly
among underrepresented populations, in science and
engineering through stipends, graduate fee waivers,
and research and employment opportunities with
state government, business, and industry.

One of the effectiveness outcomes of the SUS 2000
Accountability Report measures the dollar amount
and percentage of public service funds expended
for service to Pre-K-12 schools.  Results for the
2000-2001 initial year will be available in the 2001
Accountability Report.  Opportunity alliances,
partnerships between low performing schools,
community colleges and SUS schools of educa-
tion, have been established as part of the
Governor’s One Florida Initiative for improving
performance in the K-12 sector.    Specific initia-
tives geared to efforts to increase the number of
students majoring in engineering and sciences vary
by institution.  For instance, Florida International
University, has established FLAME,  a program
to prepare low income high school students to
major in engineering and science degrees.   Florida
State University continues to provide outreach ac-
tivities through the Magnetic Lab and its engineer-
ing and science departments to strengthen student
interest in and preparation for majors in the sci-
ence and engineering fields.  The Legislative also
funds Community College Access Challenge
grants to reduce the need for remedial education
and increase college preparation.

Despite a steady increase in funding for graduate
fee waivers as well as institutional and systemwide
efforts to increase minority enrollment, the per-
centage of African-American Ph.D. recipients in
Engineering, Physical Sciences and Life Sciences
has remained stagnant since 1994-95 at three per-
cent, two percent, and zero percent respectively.
The percentage of Hispanic Ph.Ds in Engineering
increased from two percent to six percent during
that time but remained at two percent in the Physi-
cal Sciences and decreased from four percent to
zero percent in the Life Sciences. The number of
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:  Graduate Education, continued

African-American and Hispanic students receiv-
ing Masters degrees in Engineering has substan-
tially increased during that time period however
(from 77 to 122) as has the number of minority
students receiving bachelors degrees in Engineer-
ing, the Physical Sciences, and Life Sciences. The
overall enrollment of African-Americans in En-
gineering degree programs is up 15 percent since
1994-95, while the number of Hispanic students
enrolled in Engineering degrees in 1998-99 is up
eleven percent.   Thus, the Ph.D. pipeline is ex-
panding among minority students and may help
to increase the number of African-American and
Hispanic Ph.D.s in those subject areas.

The recruitment of minority graduate students will
be affected by the Governor’s One Florida Initia-
tive beginning with the 2001-2002 school year.
SUS institutions will no longer be able to use race
and gender as criteria for student selection.  The
Board of Regents appointed a task force in early
2000 to compile and circulate among the state
universities the best practices in use at Florida
universities to enhance diversity and increase mi-
nority enrollment within the framework of One
Florida.  Similar information and practices being
used in other states such as California and Texas
are being collected and circulated among the SUS
institutions.

SUS institutions continue to expand and
strengthen partnerships and collaborations with
business and industry to facilitate economic
growth and provide opportunities for internships,
stipends and employment for advanced graduate
holders. The most successful of these initiatives
continues to be the I-4 Corridor Project, an eco-
nomic development collaboration between the
Universities of Central and South Florida and high

Postsecondary institutions should collaborate with
business and industry to ensure that a higher share
of graduates from science and engineering fields
are hired in Florida.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:  Graduate Education, continued

technology industries in the area. Two new de-
gree programs, the Ph.D. in Applied Physics and
the Ph.D. in Materials Science were established
in 2000 at the University of South Florida and the
University of Central Florida respectively.  These
new degree programs, established in response to
the needs of industry along the I-4 Corridor, will
provide internship and employment opportunities
for Florida degree holders.   According to Board
of Regents staff the lure of higher paying jobs in
other high technology states  continues to affect
the “brain drain” of Florida’s most skilled work-
ers.  A recent industry survey revealed that a ma-
jority of Engineering graduate degree holders
leave the state for their first employment.

SUS efforts to establish other corridor initiatives
(1-95 and 1-10) have received legislative funding
but have been vetoed by the Governor.  Universi-
ties outside of the 1-4 corridor continue to expand
business and industry partnerships.  The so-called
“internet coast” in southeast Florida is a result of
collaborations between Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity and industries specializing in information
technology.  A new  Ph.D. program in Chemistry
at FAU  was created in 2000 to respond to other
industrial needs in the area.

A groundswell of support for space research ac-
tivities in Florida has led to several university/in-
dustry collaborations in recent years. Most nota-
bly are the University of Central Florida’s Space
Institute (soon to become a Type I Center) and the
joint UCF, University of Florida research and edu-
cational programs at the Florida Space Research
Institute located at the Kennedy Space Center.
Both initiatives should lead to opportunities for
high technology, high wage jobs in Central Florida.
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Recommendation: Status:

Issue:  Research and Development

In collaboration with postsecondary institutions, the
sectors should identify needs of the State that are
critical to improving the quality of life for all Flo-
ridians.   The SUS should continue its strong en-
couragement of faculty in seeking funding for and
engaging in research projects related to identified
critical state needs.

Sponsored research activities within the SUS con-
tinue to grow as the state universities engage in a
variety of research projects, technology transfer
efforts, and collaborative scientific and economic
partnerships.  In an attempt to better measure the
effectiveness of SUS institutions in securing fed-
eral and private research dollars, the SUS estab-
lished a comparison ratio of externally generated
research funds to state research funds.  In 1998-
99, SUS institutions generated $3.40 in sponsored
research funds for every one-dollar of allocated
state funds.  In 1999-2000, SUS estimated con-
tract and grants expenditures were $796,895,052,
a 19 percent increase over the preceding year.
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Florida must find new ways to provide affordable access to a high quality
postsecondary education based on a fair investment by all involved--students,
the state and local community, business and industry.

Issue: Accountability/Performance Funding

Recommendation: Status:

The Legislature and the sectors should continue to
focus on performance at the state level through the
use of incentive funding with a limited share of
the overall budget.

FUNDING

The 1999 Legislature earmarked $3.0 million
in incentive funding for the State University
System and $8.1 million for the Community
College System. Dollars were earned by insti-
tutions based upon their performance on a set
of core indicators central to the System mission.
The 2000 Legislature appropriated $8.3 million
in performance based incentives to community
colleges. The Community College System’s
performance dollars have been rolled into the
next year’s base budget since 1996-97, the year
of the community colleges’ first performance-
based appropriation under the Government Ac-
countability and Performance Act of 1994. When
viewed cumulatively, community college per-
formance dollars appropriated since the advent
of performance based program budgeting
amount to about five percent of the current Com-
munity College Program Fund.

In 1999-2000, the Workforce Development Edu-
cation Fund (WDEF), created by the 1997 Leg-
islature, allocated $704.6 million to school dis-
trict and community college workforce devel-
opment programs in the areas of Adult General
Education, Vocational Certificates, A.S. De-
grees, and Continuing Workforce Education.
Fifteen percent of this funding was based on
performance — program completions and place-
ments in high-skill, high-wage occupations.  The
2000 Legislature appropriated $719.7 million for
the WDEF with the additional $15 million dis-
tributed based on performance.
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1998 1999 2000

Lower Level

$6,013 $6,392 $7,013

Upper Level

$8,144 $9,415 $10,101

Graduate Level

$14,085 $15,219 I    $15,097

II   $24,082

Recommendation: Status:

The Commission, in cooperation with the sectors,
should recognize and reward individual institutions’
efforts to apply the principles of performance fund-
ing and productivity management.

The Legislature and the Board of Regents should
adopt a revised university funding methodology that
more accurately reflects the level of research and
instruction provided by each institution in accor-
dance with its individual mission.  This funding
methodology should distinguish costs for lower and
upper level undergraduate instruction as well as
master’s, doctoral, and professional.

The 1999 Legislature funded two State Univer-
sity System issues – Enhancing Undergraduate
Education and Enhancing Graduate and Profes-
sional Education, Research, and Extension Ser-
vice – with an appropriation of $51 million. Each
university submitted a plan to the Board of Re-
gents outlining the local initiatives to which its
allocation would be targeted. Reports document-
ing how the universities are holding themselves
accountable for the expenditure of those funds are
due to the Board of Regents in October 2000.

The  General Appropriation Acts have provided
the following funding by level:

Issue: Accountability/Performance Funding

Issue: Public Education Capital Outlay (PECO)

Recommendation: Status:

The Governor’s Commission on Education should
examine facility needs at the public postsecondary
level, taking into account existing capacity, need
for additional space, maintenance and repair, ac-
countability, and either expansion of current fund
sources or identification of new sources of support.

The Governor’s Commission completed its work
prior to addressing this issue.  The 1999 General
Appropriations Act provided a similar assignment
to the Commission in consultation with the Board
of Regents and the State Board of Community Col-
leges.  In January 2000, the Commission completed
A Review of Community College and State Uni-
versity Space Planning Models.  In addition to vali-
dating the existing guidelines and factors used for
space planning, the study called for improved ser-
vices provided to campus facility planners by the
State Board of Community Colleges.  The 2000
Legislature authorized an additional position in the
SBCC to address this need.
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Issue: Tuition and Financial Aid

Recommendations: Status:

The Legislature should allow the sector boards to
move Florida from a low tuition/low aid state to at
least the national averages in these areas.  The share
of educational costs borne by students should not
exceed 40 percent.  The percentages of state rev-
enue dedicated to postsecondary education must
not be further reduced or replaced by any revenue
resulting from increased tuition.  An amount equal
to at least 25 percent of any tuition increase should
be dedicated to need-based financial assistance.

All applicants for any state student financial assis-
tance should submit need analysis data.  The De-
partment of Education and the sector boards should
base future requests for need-based aid on the num-
ber of eligible applicants, taking into account tu-
ition increases and other factors affecting the ex-
tent of need.

The Legislature should require that supplemental
vocational training be self-supporting with the costs
borne by the employers and employees who are
involved.

Both the state universities and community col-
leges were authorized by the Legislature to
increase tuition by five percent for 2000-2001.
Florida residents now pay an average of $76.98
matriculation (tuition) fees per credit hour in
the State University System and $49.14 in the
community colleges.  In both cases the ma-
triculation fees charged represent less than the
25 percent of prior year costs authorized in law.
The 2000 General Appropriations Act provided
the need-based Florida Student Assistance
Grant with a $20 million increase for public
colleges and universities to assure access for
Talented 20 students.

All applicants for need-based grants must sub-
mit the Free Application for Federal Student
Assistance (FAFSA).   The anticipated num-
ber of eligible applicants for state need-based
aid is now included in the estimating process
pursuant to s.216.136(4), F.S.  The
Commission’s current student financial aid
study is expanding the pool of students for
whom income data is available through analy-
sis of existing need-based loan program par-
ticipants.

Florida law (s.239.117, (6) (c), F.S.) requires
that at least 50 percent of the cost of continu-
ing workforce education programs is to be de-
rived from fees.
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Issue: Support for the Independent Sector

Recommendations: Status:

The State should continue to invest in the Florida
Resident Access Grant as well as other programs
that will maximize the contribution of independent
postsecondary education to Floridians.

The principals involved in the Education Estimat-
ing Conference, conducted pursuant to
s.216.136(4), F.S., should include the independent
sector in the enrollment estimating process in rec-
ognition of the important role these institutions play
in providing access.

The process used to estimate and fund FRAG re-
cipients, as well as candidates for need-based stu-
dent assistance, should be comparable to that used
to calculate enrollment workload funding for state
universities and public community colleges.

The 2000 Legislature increased funding for the
FRAG by 47 percent for a new total of $70.8
million.  Maximum individual awards for
2000-2001 are $2,813.

Academic program contracts with private in-
stitutions are a continuing state effort to bol-
ster the production of graduates with
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in academic
areas where demand is not being met by pub-
lic institutions.  Based on a recommendation
in the Commission’s 2000 Review of the Aca-
demic Program Contracting Process With In-
dependent Postsecondary Institutions, con-
tracts are no longer funded on the basis of tu-
ition differential, but are based on commensu-
rate public sector program costs.

See below.

The Student Financial Aid Impact and Esti-
mating Conference meets at least twice each
year and addresses FRAG as well as all major
state aid programs.
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on Commission
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Final Action

Legislative Report
2000

Study
Commission Issue

Requiring Legislative Action

Academic Program Contracts

Minority Participation in
Legal Education

Address the objectives of the
Limited Access Competitive
Grant (LACG) Program
through the academic contract
process and the LACG should
be phased out.

 Credit hour support for under-
graduate and graduate contracts
should be based on comparable
state university program costs.

State contract support should be
limited to students with demon-
strated financial need.

Specific Appropriation 15 of the
2000 General Appropriations Act
(HB 2145) begins the phase-out
with a reduced appropriation of
$180,000.

Proviso language accompanying
Specific Approrpriations 11, 16,
17, 18, 19, 21, 27, 29, 35, 36, 38,
39, and 40 of HB 2145 implements
this.

The same language referenced
above specifies that “priority for
funding shall be placed on the most
financially needy students.”

Rename the program as the Full
Participation in Legal Educa-
tion Program.

Create a board of advisors with
broad representation of indi-
viduals involved in the legal
profession.

Extend the program to part-time
students.

Guarantee three scholarships to
each accredited law school in
Florida.  However, any law
school experiencing a decrease
in African-American or His-
panic students during three con-
secutive years will lose their
guaranteed scholarships.  Ex-
pand the student support ser-

SB 2454 and HB 2341.  Not en-
acted.

SB 2454 and HB 2341. Not en-
acted.

SB 2454 and HB 2341.  Not en-
acted.

SB 2454 and HB 2341.  Not en-
acted.

SB 2454 and HB 2341.   Not en-
acted.
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Final Action

Legislative Report
2000

Study
Commission Issue

Requiring Legislative Action

Minority Participation in Le-
gal Education (continued)

Provide funding for law school
admission test preparation
course tuition and a pre-law
summer program.

Increase allowable administra-
tive costs for the FPLE pro-
gram to no more than ten
percent.

Not enacted.

Proviso language accompanying
Specific Appropriation 176 of HB
2145.

vices funded by the program to
include: law scholars’ orienta-
tion and periodic meetings, a re-
sume directory, and bar exam
preparation assistance.

Bright Futures Scholarship
Program

Limit Gold Seal Vocational
Scholars Award to students en-
rolled in programs of two years
or less at a community college
and vocational-technical institu-
tion.

Delete the requirement for en-
rollment in a secondary school
“sequential program of studies
in vocational education.”  How-
ever, continue to require that
students earn three vocational
credits in secondary school to be
eligible for the Gold Seal
Award.

SB 1888 and HB 1631.  Not en-
acted.

SB 1888 and HB 1631.  Not en-
acted.
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Final Action

Legislative Report
2000

Study
Commission Issue

Requiring Legislative Action

College Reach-Out Program
Evaluation

The program should be contin-
ued and receive increased sup-
port.

Specific Appropriation 94 of HB
2145 provided $4 million ($1
million increase) for CROP.

Bright Futures Scholarship
Program (continued)

Not introduced.Increase the minimum SAT I
equivalent test score from 970
to 1020 and the high school GPA
requirement from 3.0 to 3.1 for
the Florida Merit Scholars
Award.
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2000

A REVIEW OF THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM CONTRACT-
ING PROCESS WITH INDEPENDENT POSTSECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS  - January 2000

A REVIEW OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND STATE UNI-
VERSITY FACILITIES SPACE PLANNING MODELS - Janu-
ary 2000

1999

COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS OF THE FLORIDA RESIDENT
ACCESS GRANT - January 1999

ACCESS - SUPPLEMENT 1 TO THE MASTER PLAN - Feb-
ruary 1999

EVALUATION OF FLORIDA’S TWO-PLUS-TWO ARTICU-
LATION SYSTEM - February 1999

GRADUATE EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOP-
MENT- February 1999

ANNUAL REPORT: PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING THE
MASTER PLAN - August 1999

ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITY: PROGRAMS TO ENCOUR-
AGE PARTICIPATION IN POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION
- October 1999

FLORIDA’S BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM: A BASELINE EVALUATION - December 1999

MINORITY PARTICIPATION IN LEGAL EDUCATION PRO-
GRAM - December 1999

THE IMPACT OF JOINT-USE FACILITIES ON THE DELIV-
ERY OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION IN FLORIDA -
December 1999

COMMISSION
REPORTS
1997-2000
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1997

A REVIEW OF ACCELERATION MECHANISMS IN
FLORIDA PUBLIC EDUCATION - January 1997

REVIEW OF POSTSECONDARY ARTICULATION POLICY
ISSUES - January 1997

STATEWIDE EVALUATION OF FLORIDA’S COLLEGE
REACH-OUT PROGRAM ANNUAL REPORT: 1994-95 CO-
HORT - January 1997

MAJOR ISSUES IN TECHNOLOGY - March 1997

CHALLENGES AND CHOICES: THE MASTER PLAN FOR
FLORIDA POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION - January 1998

A REVIEW OF THE LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE STATE BOARD OF INDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES - January 1998

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY LIBERAL ARTS
FEASIBILITY STUDY - January 1998

STATEWIDE EVALUATION OF FLORIDA’S COLLEGE
REACH-OUT PROGRAM ANNUAL REPORT: 1995-96 - Janu-
ary 1998

STUDENT PROGRESSION TOWARD THE BACCALAURE-
ATE DEGREE: LONGITUDINAL COHORT STUDIES OF
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES - January 1998

FEASIBILITY PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF A STATE
COLLEGE SYSTEM - December 1998

1998
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The Postsecondary Education Planning Commission, initially cre-
ated by executive order in 1980, given statutory authority in 1981
(ss 240.145 and 240.147, Florida Statutes), and reauthorized by
the 1991 Legislature, serves as a citizen board to coordinate the
efforts of postsecondary institutions and provide independent
policy analyses and recommendations to the State Board of Edu-
cation and the Legislature.  The Commission is composed of 11
members of the general public and one full-time student regis-
tered at a postsecondary education institution in Florida.  Mem-
bers are appointed by the Governor with the approval of three
members of the State Board of Education and subject to confir-
mation by the Senate.

A major responsibility of the Commission is preparing and up-
dating every five years a master plan for postsecondary educa-
tion.  The enabling legislation provides that the Plan “shall in-
clude consideration of the promotion of quality, fundamental edu-
cational goals, programmatic access, needs for remedial educa-
tion, regional and state economic development, international edu-
cation programs, demographic patterns, student demand for pro-
grams, needs of particular subgroups of the population, imple-
mentation of innovative educational techniques and technology,
and the requirements of the labor market.  The capacity of exist-
ing programs, in both public and independent institutions, to re-
spond to identified needs shall be evaluated and a plan shall be
developed to respond efficiently to unmet needs.”

Other responsibilities include recommending to the State Board
of Education program contracts with independent institutions; ad-
vising the State Board regarding the need for and location of new
programs, branch campuses and centers of public postsecondary
education institutions; periodically reviewing the accountability
processes and reports of the public and independent postsecond-
ary sectors; reviewing public postsecondary education budget re-
quests for compliance with the State Master Plan; and periodi-
cally conducting special studies, analyses, and evaluations related
to specific postsecondary education issues and programs.

Further information about this publication as well as other Com-
mission publications, meetings and activities may be obtained
from: the Postsecondary Education Planning Commission, 325
West Gaines Street, Ralph Turlington Building, Tallahassee,
Florida,  32399-0400; Telephone (850) 488-7894; FAX (850) 922-
5388; Website - www.firn.edu/pepc.

PEPC

COMMISSION
OVERVIEW
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